
Twelve Tribes of Mind 
1. Studiousness 

• Disciple: Philip 

• Justification (Actions): Philip possessed an inquisitive, searching mind. When Jesus 

tested him about feeding the crowd, Philip immediately calculated the resource deficit. At 

the Last Supper, he was the one explicitly seeking deep theological knowledge, asking 

Jesus, "Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us" (John 14:8). 

2. Analysis 

• Disciple: Bartholomew (Nathanael) 

• Justification (Meaning & Actions): His name means "Son of Talmai" (plowman, 

implying deep furrowing or digging under the surface). When first told about Jesus, he 

analytically cross-referenced the claim with prophetic and geographical data: "Can 

anything good come from Nazareth?" (John 1:46). 

3. Practicality 

• Disciple: Thomas (Didymus) 

• Justification (Actions): As requested, Thomas represents practicality. He anchored his 

reality in tangible, empirical facts rather than abstract claims. His practical mindset 

demanded concrete, physical evidence before moving forward: "Unless I see the nail 

marks... I will not believe" (John 20:25). 

4. Currency Management 

• Disciple: Matthew (Levi) 

• Justification (Actions): As requested, Matthew represents currency management. He was 

a professional tax collector for Rome, highly skilled in accounting, record-keeping, and 

financial logistics. He walked away from wealth to apply his systematic organizational 

skills to his Gospel. 

5. Love 

• Disciple: John 

• Justification (Actions): As requested, John represents love. Famously known as the 

"disciple whom Jesus loved," his entire theology in his Gospel and Epistles centers on God 



as love. He was the only male disciple who stood faithfully at the foot of the cross out of 

pure love. 

6. Devotion 

• Disciple: Simon Peter 

• Justification (Actions): As requested, Peter represents devotion. Despite his failures, his 

fierce loyalty to Jesus was unwavering. He was the first to declare, "You are the Christ," 

and when others left, Peter devotedly stated, "Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the 

words of eternal life" (John 6:68). 

7. Passion 

• Disciple: Simon the Zealot 

• Justification (Meaning & Actions): As requested, Simon the Zealot represents passion. 

His title explicitly links him to a radical political faction driven by intense, fiery devotion 

to their cause. He successfully redirected this immense, internal passion away from 

nationalism and toward the gospel. 

8. Responsiveness 

• Disciple: Barnabas (Replacing Judas Iscariot) 

• Justification (Meaning & Actions): As requested, Barnabas represents responsiveness. 

Meaning "Son of Encouragement," he was highly responsive to human and financial needs. 

He instantly sold his land to give the funds to the poor (Acts 4:36-37) and was the first to 

responsively welcome and defend the newly converted Saul (Paul). 

9. Patience 

• Disciple: James, son of Alphaeus (James the Less) 

• Justification (Actions): He exemplifies quiet, steady, long-suffering patience. Operating 

consistently in the background of early church history, he labored without demanding 

recognition, status, or historical spotlight. 

10. Solitude 

• Disciple: Thaddaeus (Jude, son of James) 

• Justification (Meaning & Actions): The name Thaddaeus is traditionally rooted in 

Aramaic words for "heart" or "bosom," implying a deeply introspective, quiet, and internal 

spiritual life. He lived a life of quiet reflection away from public clamor. 

 



11. Decisiveness 

• Disciple: Andrew 

• Justification (Actions): Andrew was a man of immediate, decisive action. The moment 

John the Baptist pointed out Jesus, Andrew decisively left everything to follow Him. 

Whenever he appears in scripture, he is instantly bringing someone directly to Jesus 

without hesitation. 

12. Ambitious Vision 

• Disciple: James, son of Zebedee 

• Justification (Actions): James demonstrated an intense, ambitious vision for leadership 

within the kingdom. He and his brother John boldly approached Jesus to request the two 

highest positions of authority in the coming glory—sitting at Christ's right and left hands 

(Mark 10:37). 

 


