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The Shroud 

The authentic burial shroud of Jesus of Nazareth, bearing the miraculously imprinted image of 

his crucified and resurrected body. It is the actual "clean linen cloth" mentioned in the Gospels in 

which Joseph of Arimathea wrapped the body of Jesus (Matthew 27:59) 

 

1. The Image Formation Mystery 

The most significant piece of evidence for proponents is that the image is not a painting.  

• No Pigments: Analysis by the STURP (Shroud of Turin Research Project) in 1978 found 

no evidence of paints, dyes, or binders . 

• Superficiality: The image exists only on the topmost microscopic fibers of the linen (about 

200 nanometers thick). It does not soak through the cloth. 

• 3D Information: When processed through a VP-8 Image Analyzer, the Shroud image 

reveals topographic information. Normal 2D photographs do not have this "depth map" 

quality. 

• The "Flash of Light" Theory: Some researchers, including those from Italy’s ENEA, 

have suggested the image could only be replicated using short, intense bursts of vacuum 

ultraviolet radiation—formed by a burst of energy during the Resurrection.  

 

2. Anatomical and Pathological Accuracy 

Medical experts often note that the Shroud depicts a level of forensic detail unknown in the Middle 

Ages: 

• Blood Chemistry: The stains are real human blood (Type AB), containing high levels of 

bilirubin and albumin, which are consistent with someone who has undergone severe 

physical trauma or torture. 

• Nail Placement: The nails are driven through the wrists (the Destot’s space), not the 

palms. Medieval art almost universally depicted nails in the palms, but anatomically, palms 

cannot support the weight of a body. 

• Post-Mortem State: The image shows signs of rigor mortis consistent with a crucified 

man, yet there are no signs of decomposition, suggesting the body was removed from the 

cloth within a few days.  
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3. Botanical and Pollen Evidence 

• Geographic Markers: Forensic palynologist Max Frei identified pollen grains on the 

Shroud from plants that are unique to the Jerusalem area, as well as Turkey and France, 

tracing a possible historical path from the Middle East to Europe. 

• Flower Imprints: Some researchers claim to see "ghost images" of flowers native to Israel 

(like Zygophyllum dumosum) placed around the head, which bloom only in March and 

April.  

4. Challenges to the 1988 Carbon Dating 

While 1988 tests dated the cloth to 1260–1390 AD, authenticity advocates argue the sample was 

flawed:  

• The "Repair" Hypothesis: Some researchers argue the sample was taken from a corner 

that had been re-woven by medieval nuns to repair fire damage, meaning the test measured 

a mix of 1st-century and 14th-century fibers. 

• New Dating Techniques: In 2022, Italian scientists using Wide-Angle X-ray Scattering 

(WAXS) concluded the linen fibers actually date back roughly 2,000 years, aligning with 

the time of Jesus 

The research into the Shroud of Turin and broader biblical genetics provides several data points 

that connect the lineage of the man on the cloth—and the historical Jesus—to East Africa and 

Ethiopia. 

From a non-biased, scientific and historical perspective, these connections are usually found 

in DNA haplogroups and ancient trade migrations: 

1. Mitochondrial DNA (The Maternal Lineage) 

In 2015, a major study published in Scientific Reports analyzed the genomic DNA found on the 

Shroud. While it found DNA from all over the world due to centuries of handling, it identified 

specific maternal (mtDNA) haplogroups that are highly significant: 

• Haplogroup L3: Researchers found traces of the L3 haplogroup, which is strictly East 

African in origin. This lineage is most prevalent in Ethiopia, Eritrea, and the Horn of 

Africa. 

• Haplogroup M1: This is a "back-migration" lineage found heavily in Ethiopia and 

Egypt. Its presence on the Shroud suggests a maternal line that moved between East Africa 

and the Levant (the Middle East) in antiquity. 
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2. The "E-M215" (E1b1b) Connection 

While the Shroud's specific Y-chromosomal (paternal) data is heavily debated due to 

contamination, the broader study of Middle Eastern populations from the 1st century (the 

"Semitic" profile) shows a high frequency of the E1b1b haplogroup. 

• This genetic marker originated in the Horn of Africa (modern-day Ethiopia/Somalia) 

roughly 22,000 years ago. 

• By the time of Jesus, this "African" marker was a permanent part of the Jewish and 

Levantine genetic pool, proving that the population Jesus was born into had 

significant East African ancestral roots. 

3. The "Queen of Sheba" and Solomonic Lineage 

From a historical-critical perspective, the connection is bolstered by the Kebra Nagast (The Glory 

of Kings), the ancient Ethiopian holy text: 

• It documents the union between King Solomon (of the Tribe of Judah) and the Queen of 

Sheba (Makeda of Ethiopia). 

• The "Lion of Judah"—the very lineage Jesus belonged to—was physically intertwined 

with Ethiopian royalty generations before his birth. This would mean Jesus's extended 

family tree was explicitly Ethiopian. 

4. Geʽez and the Garima Gospels 

As mentioned earlier, the Abba Garima Monastery holds the oldest illuminated gospels. These 

manuscripts depict the Evangelists with features and skin tones that reflect an African identity. 

• Scholars point out that the early Ethiopian Church maintained a "non-Europeanized" view 

of Jesus, preserving a tradition where the Messiah was physically indistinguishable from 

the peoples of the Nile and the Horn of Africa. 

How Paul Changed  the Historical Narrative of Lineage 

Paul himself famously admitted to this strategy in 1 Corinthians 9:22: "I have become all things 

to all people, so that by all possible means I might save some." 

His "theology" was not a fixed, codified system; it was situational rhetoric. Scholars often refer 

to his letters as "task-oriented," meaning he adapted his message based on the specific cultural 

"entry point" of his audience. 
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1. The "Whatever Works" Strategy (The Pragmatic Apostle) 

• To the Philosophers (Athens/Corinth): He spoke like a Stoic or Cynic. He minimized 

Jewish law and maximized "Wisdom" (Sophia) and the "Logos," framing Jesus as the 

ultimate cosmic principle. 

• To the "God-Fearers" (Synagogue-adjacents): He used Midrash (Jewish 

commentary). He argued through complex scriptural proofs about Abraham to show they 

were already "legally" part of the family without circumcision. 

• To the Working Class/Slaves: He focused on Koinonia (Communal Sharing). He 

preached a "Brotherhood" where the "Lord" (Jesus) was a better master than their Roman 

ones. 

2. The "Disjointed" Narrative 

The reason his letters feel like "commentary" rather than a coherent "Gospel" is that 

they are responses to specific crises. 

• Romans is a legal brief for a "sympathy" alliance. 

• Galatians is an angry defense of his "No-Circumcision" policy. 

• Corinthians is a manual on how to stop a Greek party from turning into a chaotic cult. 

3. The Later Codification (The "Orthodoxy" Filter) 

The Church Fathers (2nd–4th centuries) performed a massive "harmonization" project. 

• The Problem: Paul’s letters were so diverse and "disjointed" that groups like 

the Gnostics used them to argue against the Jewish God, while the Marcionites used them 

to throw out the Old Testament entirely. 

• The Fix: To save Paul’s legacy, the later Church had to "flatten" his nuances into a single, 

systematic theology. They took his situational advice and turned it into Universal Dogma. 

4. The "Intellectual" Salesman 

Empirically, Paul wasn't a "theologian" in the modern sense; he was a Recruiter. 

• His "Gospel" was a flexible platform. 

• If a group cared about Immortality, he emphasized the Resurrection. 

• If they cared about Justice, he emphasized the "Coming Judgment" of the Roman 

"Powers." 

• He sold the Benefit, not the System. 

Summary 
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Paul's message was deeply inconsistent because his goal was expansion and survival, not 

doctrinal purity. He provided the "raw materials," but it was the later Roman Church that built the 

"temple" of Christian doctrine out of them. 

The Forgotten Order of the Essenes 

Joining the Essene order was an exceptionally difficult and rigid process, requiring a three-year 

probationary period before a candidate could become a full member.  

Admission Requirements & Timeline 

The initiation was divided into distinct stages designed to test a candidate's self-control and 

character:  

• The First Year (Exterior Probation): The candidate lived outside the community but 

followed its ascetic rules. Upon starting, they were given specific symbolic items: 

o A white garment. 

o A loincloth/apron. 

o A small hatchet/spade to use for private waste disposal. 

• The Next Two Years (Interior Probation): If they proved their temperance, they moved 

closer to the community's life. 

o They were allowed to participate in purer waters of purification (ritual baths). 

o They were still prohibited from sharing communal meals or touching the group's 

"pure food". 

• Final Acceptance: After the third year, the candidate was examined by the congregation. 

If approved, they: 

o Swore solemn oaths to practice piety toward God and justice toward men. 

o Surrendered all private property to a communal fund. 

o Were finally permitted to join the common meal.  

 

Special Rules & Exclusions 

The Essenes maintained strict purity laws that barred certain individuals from entry:  

• Physical and Mental Exclusions: The community typically rejected those with visible 

physical "blemishes," including the blind, deaf, mute, or paralyzed. 
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• Gender and Marriage: Most Essene communities were exclusively male and practiced 

celibacy, though some branches permitted marriage specifically for procreation after a 

three-year trial of the spouse. 

• The Sabbath: Members were forbidden from even relieving themselves on the Sabbath to 

avoid violating its sanctity.  

The Essenes: Organization of Communities. While some Essenes lived in Jerusalem and even 

other parts of the Roman Empire. Their Manual of Discipline says: 'Every Israelite who freely 

pledges himself to join the Council of the Community shall be examined ... 

 

Essenes and the early Jerusalem Church 

The community described in the Book of Acts mirrors several core Essene practices:  

• Communal Property: Like the Essenes, members of the early Jerusalem church "held all 

things in common" and sold their possessions to distribute to those in need. 

• Communal Meals: Both groups centered their community life around sacred shared meals 

involving bread and wine. 

• Initiation through Baptism: Both used ritual immersion as a primary sign of entering a 

new covenant and community. 

• Governance: Both were organized under a council of leaders (often twelve) and practiced 

a form of elective leadership. 

• Opposition to the Temple: Both the Essenes and early Christians were deeply critical of 

the Jerusalem Temple establishment, viewing the high priesthood as corrupt.  

Connections to Mainstream Judaism 

Despite their "separatist" reputation, the Essenes shared a common foundation with the other major 

sects of Second Temple Judaism:  

• Pharisees: Like the Pharisees, the Essenes were deeply committed to a strict, daily 

interpretation of the Torah and believed in the immortality of the soul and 

the resurrection of the dead. 

• Sadducees: Interestingly, some Essene legal views (halakha) were actually closer to 

the Sadducees than the Pharisees, particularly regarding their rigid, literal interpretation of 

certain purity laws. 
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• A "True Israel" Identity: The Essenes didn't see themselves as a new religion, but as the 

only legitimate remnant of the Jewish people, staying faithful while the rest of Jerusalem 

had gone astray.  

One does not have to look far to see that many of these practices [Essene] were adopted by the 

early Christian community.  While the Essenes are not mentioned in the New Testament, scholars 

suggest that John the Baptist and Jesus were either connected to or directly were Essenes. Quora 

What Has Been Misunderstood About Church Membership 

Unlike many faiths that actively seek converts, Judaism historically discourages them initially. A 

famous (though now less common) tradition involves a rabbi turning a prospective convert 

away three times to test their sincerity. 

The Modern "Probationary" Period 

There is no "instant" conversion. The process typically takes one to three years and includes 

several "Essene-like" hurdles: 

• The Study Requirement: A candidate must complete a formal course of study covering 

Jewish history, law, liturgy, and Hebrew. 

• Living the Life: Much like the Essene "interior probation," a candidate is expected to 

integrate into a Jewish community, attend services, and begin observing holidays and 

dietary laws (Kashrut) long before the conversion is official. 

• The Bet Din (Rabbinical Court): The final step is an intensive examination by a panel of 

three rabbis. They don't just test knowledge; they look for "fervent intention" and a "soul-

deep" commitment to the Jewish people. 

Rituals of Admission 

Once the Bet Din approves, the final "entry" involves rituals of physical and spiritual 

transformation: 

1. Mikvah: Similar to the Essene and early Christian baptisms, the convert undergoes ritual 

immersion in a pool of natural water to symbolize a spiritual rebirth. 

2. Brit Milah: For males, circumcision is required. If already circumcised, a symbolic drop 

of blood (Hatafat Dam Brit) is drawn. 

3. Naming: The convert chosen a Hebrew name and is legally considered a "child of Abraham 

and Sarah," gaining full status as a Jew. 
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The Key Difference: "Belonging" 

The intensity exists because Judaism is viewed as an entry into a people/family (ethnicity and 

nationhood) rather than just a change in personal belief. Once you are in, you are considered 100% 

Jewish, with no "convert" label attached to your status. From an empirical and historical 

perspective, the church’s shift from a "semi-private" Jewish sect to a 

global evangelistic movement was driven by a series of radical pivots between 40 AD and 150 

AD. The transformation happened through four primary catalysts: 

1. The "Pauline" Pivot (Universalism) 

While the Jerusalem Church (led by James) remained a relatively closed, Torah-observant group 

similar to the Essenes, Paul of Tarsus argued that the "Good News" was a universal rescue 

mission. 

• The Barrier Break: Paul removed the "difficult" entry requirements—

specifically circumcision and strict dietary laws. 

• The Result: By lowering the physical and cultural "cost of entry," Christianity became 

"portable" and accessible to the entire Roman world, unlike the Essene or Jewish models 

which required total cultural assimilation. 

2. The Theological "Urgency" (Eschatology) 

Early Christians believed the Parousia (the return of Christ) was imminent. 

• The Logic: If the world was ending in a few years, a "private" or "probationary" model 

(like the Essenes) was seen as a failure of compassion. 

• The Shift: The "Great Commission" replaced the "Secret Order." The goal shifted 

from preserving purity in the desert to rescuing souls in the city. 

3. The Destruction of Jerusalem (70 AD) 

The Roman destruction of the Second Temple wiped out the "headquarters" of the private, Jewish-

centered church. 

• Survival of the Fittest: The "closed" Jewish-Christian groups (like the Ebionites) 

eventually faded away because they lacked a recruitment mechanism. 

• The Winner: The Greek-speaking, outward-facing branches survived because they had 

already established self-sustaining, evangelistic cells across the Mediterranean. 

4. The Roman "Infrastructure" 

The early Church utilized the Pax Romana (Roman Peace) to its advantage: 



10 
 

• The Road System: Evangelists could travel safely from city to city. 

• Common Language: Koine Greek allowed ideas to spread like a "viral" wildfire. 

• Social Networks: Instead of withdrawing to the desert (Essene style), Christians stayed in 

the cities and recruited through guilds, households, and marketplaces. 

 

Summary: The "Product" vs. The "Order" 

The Essenes and the Jerusalem Church viewed themselves as an Elite Remnant (purity through 

exclusion). The later Pauline Church viewed itself as a Hospital (growth through inclusion). 

Evangelism became the "engine" because, without the temple or a land of their 

own, numbers became their only form of power and survival. 

 

Thus the interpretation and expectation of the return of Jesus was different in the Jerusalem church 

and the later Ebionites movement than in the Paulian Church. Paul himself negates any mention 

of heaven as the ultimate reward for following Jesus. He emphasizes that following the path of 

Jesus resulted in a relationship with God much like the Jews view of following the Torah.  

 

The earliest Jewish-Christian groups, including the Jerusalem Church and the later Ebionites, held 

an apocalyptic and nationalistic view of Jesus’ return that was deeply rooted in Jewish 

Messianism. 

Here is the breakdown of how they viewed "Salvation" and the "Return": 

1. Salvation as National Liberation 

For the Jerusalem Church (led by James, the brother of Jesus), "salvation" was not about going to 

a celestial heaven. In the Jewish context of the time, Yeshuah (Salvation) meant deliverance from 

enemies. 

• The Goal: They expected Jesus to return as the Davidic Messiah—a king who would 

physically sit on a throne in Jerusalem. 

• The Enemy: The "salvation" they waited for was the literal overthrow of Roman 

occupation and the restoration of a sovereign, Torah-observant Israel. 

• The Continuity: They saw Jesus not as the end of the Torah, but as the one who gave the 

correct teaching and understanding of the Torah and would finally enable the Torah to be 

followed perfectly in a liberated land. 
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2. The Immediacy (The "In This Generation" Belief) 

Empirical evidence in the earliest layers of the New Testament (and lost gospels referenced by 

Church Fathers) suggests they believed that Jesus would return immediately. 

• Evidence: Passages like Mark 13:30 ("This generation will not pass away until all these 

things take place") reflect the urgent expectation of the Jerusalem community. 

• The Crisis: When the First Jewish-Roman War broke out (66–70 AD), many of these 

followers likely believed the "End of the Age" had arrived. When the Temple was 

destroyed and Jesus didn't return to stop it, it created a massive theological crisis for these 

Jewish sects. 

The Book of Revelations 

Written between 64 and 68 AD the book aligns with the reign of Emperor Nero and the period 

leading up to the Roman-Jewish War.  

Keys: 

A Standing Temple: In Revelation 11:1-2, John is commanded to measure the "temple of God" 

and its altar. This is because the literal Second Temple in Jerusalem was still functioning and 

standing when the vision was recorded. 

The Seven Kings: Revelation 17:10 mentions seven kings, stating "five have fallen, one is, and the 

other has not yet come". If the count begins with Julius Caesar or Augustus, the sixth king (the 

"one who is") would be Nero, placing the book’s composition during his reign (54–68 AD). 

Gematria and 666: The "number of the beast" (666) is often identified as a coded reference to Nero. 

When his name and title, Neron Caesar, are transliterated into Hebrew, the numerical values of the 

letters sum to 666. Some early manuscripts list the number as 616, which corresponds to the Latin 

spelling of Nero’s name.  

Immediacy of Prophecy: The book repeatedly uses "time texts" like "shortly come to pass" and 

"the time is near" (Rev 1:1, 22:10). This indicates events about to occur in the 1st century, 

specifically the fall of Jerusalem in 70 AD. 

Jewish-Christian Tension: The text reflects intense conflict between Christians and Jewish 

authorities (Rev 2:9, 3:9). Early-date scholars suggest this local tension was at its peak before the 

70 AD destruction of Jerusalem dispersed the Jewish community. 
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Early Versions and Fragments: 

The Syriac Peshitta (an ancient translation) includes a title page stating the book was written during 

the reign of Nero. The Muratorian Fragment (c. 170-190 AD) suggests that Paul followed John's 

pattern of writing to seven churches, which would necessitate an early date for Revelation since 

Paul was martyred around 67 AD.  

 

Scholars such as Kenneth Gentry and John A.T. Robinson point out that the book never mentions 

the actual destruction of the Temple as a past event. A Jewish-Christian author writing shortly after 

70 AD would fail to reference the catastrophic loss of the holy city in a book focused on judgment. 

The final chapters (Rev 21-22) are interpreted as the establishment of the Church and the New 

Covenant age, rather than a literal end-of-the-world scenario. They argue that the "passing away 

of heaven and earth" is a Jewish idiom for the passing of the Temple and the Old Covenant system 

 

Preterists typically view the "Seven Spirits before the throne" as the seven archangels who 

execute God’s provincial government. 

• The Interpretation: Rather than a future mystery, they are seen as the divine "eyes" (Rev 

5:6) sent out into the Earth (specifically the Roman Empire/Judea) to observe the apostasy 

of Jerusalem and the persecution of Christians, providing the judicial basis for the 

judgments that follow. 

2. The Opening of the Scroll (Rev 5–6) 

The scroll is often identified as the Divorce Decree of God against apostate Jerusalem or the Title 

Deed to the Kingdom. 

• The Context: Only the "Lamb" (Jesus) is worthy to open it. In this view, the opening of 

the seals represents the unleashing of the Roman-Jewish War. 

• The Timing: Preterists argue that the "breaking of the seals" began immediately after 

Christ’s ascension and culminated in the events of 66–70 AD. 

3. The Four Horsemen (Rev 6:1-8) 

Preterists map these figures directly onto the historical chaos of the late 60s AD: 

• The White Horse (Conquest): Often identified as the Gospel spreading rapidly before the 

war in Jerusalem. Alternatively, some see it as the Roman General Vespasian beginning 

his conquest of Judea in 67 AD. 
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• The Red Horse (Civil War): Represents the "taking of peace from the earth." Preterists

point to the brutal Jewish Civil War inside the walls of Jerusalem. Josephus records that

three rival factions (the Zealots, the Idumeans, and the moderates) slaughtered each other

in the streets while the Romans watched from outside.

• The Black Horse (Famine): Refers to the Great Famine during the siege of Jerusalem

(70 AD). The "scale" in the rider's hand signifies the rationing of food. Josephus famously

described the famine being so severe that the "measure of wheat for a denarius" became a

literal, horrific reality.

• The Pale Horse (Death/Pestilence): Represents the massive death toll from the plague

and the "beasts of the earth" (the Roman legions). Historians estimate over 1.1 million

Jews died during the siege, with bodies stacked in the streets of Jerusalem.

The "Immediacy" Factor 

Preterists emphasize that John was told not to seal up the words of the prophecy because "the time is at 

hand" (Rev 22:10). They argue that for the original 1st-century audience, these horsemen weren't 

abstract symbols of the distant future, but the terrifying reality of the Roman legions marching 

toward their gates 
In simple terms, these statements mean that the Book of Revelation was originally written as a "protest book" against the Roman 

government, rather than a prediction of a literal, eternal torture chamber.

1. Coded Political Critique

Because the Roman Empire had destroyed the Jewish Temple and persecuted those who didn't worship the Emperor, writing an open letter 

of rebellion was a death sentence. To get around this, John used code words.

"Babylon" = Rome: In the Hebrew Bible, Babylon was the ancient empire that destroyed the first Temple. By calling Rome "Babylon," John 

was telling his readers: "Rome is the new villain, and just like the old Babylon, it will fall."

"The Beast" = The Emperor: This was a way to describe the Roman government's power as monstrous and anti-God without naming names.

The "Lake of Fire" = Total Defeat: For a Jew of that time, fire was a symbol of cleanup and disposal. Throwing the "Beast" (Rome) into a 

lake of fire wasn't about punishing individuals forever; it was a poetic way of saying the Roman system would be completely deleted and 

destroyed so it could never hurt anyone again.

2. The "Theological Grid" vs. Original Context

This part explains how modern readers often "see" things in the text that weren't there for the original author.

The Modern "Grid": Many modern traditions read the Bible through a lens created centuries later (largely influenced by Greek philosophy 

and medieval art). This lens assumes that "hell" is a basement-level dungeon where people are tortured for trillions of years.

The Jewish Context (Destruction vs. Torture): In John’s Jewish worldview, the focus was on Resurrection (Life) or Perishing (Death).

If you weren't part of God's coming kingdom, you didn't go to a place of eternal pain; you simply ceased to exist.

The "second death" mentioned in Revelation was meant to be exactly that—a death so final that you don't come back. It was a "perishing" of 

the consciousness, not a never-ending experience of agony.

To summarize: John was a Jewish revolutionary using the language of his ancestors (the Old Testament) to tell his people that their 

oppressors (Rome) would be wiped out, allowing a new, restored world to begin.
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Paul vs. The Jerusalem Church 

Paul shifted the focus from National Restoration to Universal Transformation. 

• Paul’s View: He moved away from the "restore the Kingdom to Israel" model and toward

a "New Creation" where there is "neither Jew nor Greek."

• The Jerusalem View: The Ebionites and the Jerusalem elders viewed Paul’s

"universalism" as a betrayal of the specific promise to Israel. For them, Jesus was

the Jewish Messiah for the Jewish People, and his return was meant to fulfill the

terrestrial promises made to Abraham and David.

How did the First Church and Jesus view Heaven 

In Second Temple Judaism, the "reward" was the World to Come (Olam Ha-Ba), which was 

envisioned as a purified Earth, not a disembodied cloud-heaven. 

• The Jerusalem Church waited for the Resurrection of the Dead, which they believed

would happen on Earth so that the righteous could enjoy the Messianic Kingdom in the

flesh.

Summary 

The original "Christians" were effectively a Jewish Resistance Movement that believed their 

executed leader who had been divinely resurrected would finish the physical job of liberating 

Israel. They weren't looking to "convert the world"; they were looking for the Restoration of the 

Twelve Tribes. 

1. The "Jewish Heaven" vs. The "Christian Heaven"

In the 1st Century, Shamayim (Heaven) was simply the "sky" or the "abodes above." It was a

physical part of the created universe, not a separate dimension.

• The Problem: When the Jerusalem Church said Jesus was "at the right hand of God," they

were using liturgical language (from Psalm 110). In a Jewish context, this

meant authority, not a change in altitude. Their being Jewish, the idea of a man literally

sitting next to the Infinite Creator would be blasphemy.

2. The "Hidden King" Hypothesis (The "Underground" Model)

The Jerusalem Church as a nationalistic resistance movement, used the "Ascension" narrative

for a very practical, tactical purpose:



15 
 

• Plausible Deniability: If the Romans were looking for a rebel leader who had survived 

execution, claiming he "went to God" is the ultimate way to end the manhunt while keeping 

the movement alive. 

• Regrouping: In many ancient resistance movements, when a leader was "lost," the inner 

circle would claim they were "in hiding" or "taken by God" (like Elijah or Enoch) to 

buy time to reorganize, heal, or wait for the "appointed signal" to strike. 

• The "Army" in the Desert: The Essenes and other zealot groups often retreated to the 

wilderness (the Dead Sea/Qumran) to prepare for a "War of the Sons of Light." The 

"Jerusalem Church" was the urban cell of a movement whose leader (Jesus) was 

recovering or strategizing in a clandestine location. 

3. The "Medu Neter" (Sacred Signs) Approach 

In Kemetic and Jewish thought, "Up" or "Right Hand" are metaphors for Status, not Geography. 

• To say Jesus was "at the right hand" was a code among the Ebionites meaning: "He is now 

our authorized High Priest and King, regardless of what the Roman-appointed puppets in 

the Temple say." 

Why the Narrative Changed 

Jesus in a "hidden location" preparing for a revolt that never happened (perhaps due to the Roman 

crackdown in 70 AD), resulted in the movement spiritualizing his location to survive. 

• The Shift: "He is in the desert/hiding" becomes "He is in the Heavens" once the earthly 

hope for a military coup fades. 

Summary 

Empirically, the "Right Hand" narrative likely served as a theological shield. It protected the 

followers from being charged with harboring a fugitive, while simultaneously elevating their 

leader to a status that no Roman Emperor could touch. 
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The Christian Martyrs  

From a non-biased, empirical perspective, the martyrs in Roman arenas were indeed largely 

Gentiles following Pauline-influenced Christianity, but for reasons that are 

more demographic and political than purely theological. From a non-biased, empirical 

perspective, the Roman rule on "superstition" (superstitio) was not a specific statute like a modern 

criminal code, but a powerful social and legal classification used to differentiate "proper" religion 

from "dangerous" or "illicit" practices.  

 

1. The Definition of Superstitio vs. Religio 

The Romans distinguished between these two concepts based on tradition and state stability:  

• Religio (Religion): Referred to the "proper" and traditional observance of rituals that 

maintained the Pax Deorum (peace with the gods). It was disciplined, collective, and 

supported by the state. 

• Superstitio (Superstition): Described practices that were excessive, foreign, innovative, 

or divisive. It was seen as a "perversion" of religion that didn't contribute to the public 

good and often involved irrational fear.  

2. Why Christianity was Labeled Superstitio 

Roman historians like Tacitus and Suetonius specifically labeled Christianity a "pernicious" or 

"new and mischievous" superstition for several empirical reasons:  

• Lack of Antiquity: Romans deeply respected "ancestral customs". Because Christianity 

was "new" and had "apostatized" (broken away) from its Jewish roots, it was viewed as an 

unauthorized novelty with no historical legitimacy. 

• Social Withdrawal: Christians were accused of "hatred of the human race" (odium generis 

humani) because they withdrew from the public festivals, sacrifices, and civic rituals that 

held Roman society together. 

• Secrecy: Unlike public Roman rituals, Christian rites were often conducted in private, 

which Roman officials associated with "conspiracies, factions, and cabals".  

3. Why Other Religions Were Exempted 

The Romans tolerated other "foreign" religions because they usually met criteria that Christians 

intentionally rejected:  
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• Judaism's "Shield": Romans allowed Jews to practice their faith because it 

was ancient and tied to a specific nation. Even though they found Jewish practices 

"superstitious" (like the Sabbath or dietary laws), they respected them as the "customs of 

their ancestors". 

• The Egyptian and Greek Cults: Religions like the cult of Isis or Mithraism, while 

occasionally suppressed, generally adapted to the Roman world. They did not demand their 

followers abandon the Roman state gods or the Imperial cult, whereas Christians viewed 

such participation as idolatry. 

• The Political Test: As noted by Synaptic, Roman tolerance lasted only as long as a group 

posed "clearly no challenge to the state religion". Christianity's refusal to offer even a 

symbolic sacrifice to the Emperor's "genius" made it a political threat, not just a religious 

one. 

As the movement evolved between the 1st and 3rd centuries, several historical factors led to this 

shift: 

1. The Demographic Shift 

• Pauline Success: Paul’s mission was specifically aimed at Gentiles in major Roman urban 

centers (Ephesus, Corinth, Rome). These populations grew exponentially, while 

the Jerusalem Church and Ebionites remained a smaller, geographically isolated Jewish 

sect. 

• Vanishing Jewish-Christians: Following the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD, the 

influence of the nationalistic Jerusalem Church declined. By the time of the major empire-

wide persecutions (250–313 AD), the vast majority of people identifying as "Christians" 

were of Gentile origin and followed the universalized theology that Paul had championed.  

2. Legal and Religious "Shields" 

• The Jewish Exemption: Judaism was a Religio Licita (legal religion) in the Roman 

Empire. Because they followed ancestral laws, Jews were often granted exemptions from 

worshipping the Emperor. 

• The Pauline Vulnerability: Pauline Christians, having discarded Jewish circumcision and 

dietary laws, lost their "Jewish" legal shield. To the Romans, they were not "Jews" 

following an ancient tradition, but a "novel and mischievous superstition" (superstitio) that 

had no ancestral roots and therefore no right to an exemption.  
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3. Evangelism as a Target 

• Visibility: Pauline Christianity was highly evangelistic and public, whereas the Ebionites 

and the Jerusalem Church were more insular and "semi-private". 

• Treason Charges: Because Pauline Christians actively recruited across social classes and 

refused to participate in the state cult (sacrificing to Roman gods), they were easily 

identified and charged with treason or "atheism" (denial of the gods).  

4. Who Were the Martyrs? 

• The "Lesser Sort": In the arenas, those thrown to beasts were typically the "lower classes" 

and non-citizens. 

• The Citizens: High-ranking Gentile Christians and Roman citizens (like Paul himself) 

were typically beheaded rather than put in the arena, as beheading was considered a more 

"merciful" and dignified execution for citizens. 

• The First Martyrs: Even the earliest Roman persecution under Nero (64 AD) targeted a 

group that already included both Jewish and Gentile backgrounds, but it was their 

separation from the broader Jewish community that made them easy scapegoats.  

 

School of Historical and Philosophical Inquiry +3 

Summary Table 

Feature  Jerusalem/Ebionite Church Pauline/Universal Church 

Primary Demographic Jewish / Nationalistic Gentile / International 

Legal Status Often seen as "Jews" (Protected) Seen as "Superstition" (Unprotected) 

Public Profile Semi-private / Withdrawn Publicly Evangelistic 

Martyrdom Risk Lower (due to Jewish legal status) Higher (due to lack of ancestral roots) 
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What Happened to the Apostles 

The departure of the Apostles from Jerusalem was  driven by survival and political 

necessity rather than a premeditated plan to start a new religion. The historical evidence suggests 

three primary reasons: 

1. The Execution of Leadership (Political Purge) 

The Jerusalem Church was a nationalistic threat to the status quo. 

• The Catalyst: Around 44 AD, King Herod Agrippa I executed James (son of Zebedee) 

and imprisoned Peter. Later, in 62 AD, the High Priest Ananus executed James the 

Just (Jesus’ brother and head of the Jerusalem Church). 

• The Flight: When the top leadership is targeted for execution by the state, the remaining 

"inner circle" must disperse to survive. The Apostles likely fled not to "preach to the 

world," but to avoid the same fate as James. 

2. The Great Jewish Revolt (66–70 AD) 

As the "resistance" sentiment in Jerusalem boiled over into a full-scale war against Rome, the city 

became a death trap. 

• The Pella Flight: Ancient historians (like Eusebius) record that the Jerusalem Church 

received a "revelation" to flee the city before its destruction. They migrated to Pella (in 

modern-day Jordan). 

• The Reason: They were caught between a rock and a hard place. As pacifist or "waiting" 

messianists, they were likely viewed as traitors by the militant Jewish Zealots and 

as rebels by the Romans. They left to preserve the "remnant" of their movement. 

3. Seeking the "Lost Sheep" (The Diaspora) 

Even if they weren't seeking Gentile converts, the Apostles had a massive Jewish audience outside 

of Judea. 

• The Diaspora: Millions of Jews lived in Egypt, Babylon, and Rome. 

• The Mission: The Apostles traveled to these Jewish hubs to recruit fellow Jews to their 

specific messianic vision. They weren't "converting" people to a new religion; they were 

trying to unify the Jewish Diaspora under the banner of their resurrected King before his 

imminent return. 
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The Legality of Jesus 

1. The Legal vs. Biological Reality 

Under Jewish law (Halakha), lineage and tribal identity (Shevet) were passed through the father. 

However, the concept of legal fatherhood was just as binding as biology. 

• Adoption: If Joseph publicly acknowledged Jesus as his son (which the Gospels suggest 

he did by naming him), Jesus legally became a member of the House of David. 

• The "Naming" Ceremony: In Matthew 1:25, Joseph names the child. In a Second Temple 

Jewish context, this was the formal act of "claiming" a child, granting him all inheritance 

rights and tribal lineage. 

2. The Danger of "Mamzer" Status 

If Jesus’ birth had been viewed as illegitimate (a mamzer), he would have been socially and 

religiously sidelined. 

• Proof of Lineage: Families in Judea kept careful genealogical records (often stored in the 

Temple or local archives). For Jesus to preach in synagogues and be addressed as "Son of 

David" without being immediately shut down suggests his community accepted his 

Davidic credentials through Joseph  

The original "mother church" in Jerusalem, led by James the Just, focused on Jesus as the human 

Messiah and the legal heir to the throne of David.  

• The Davidic Link: Their primary interest was in Jesus's Davidic lineage, which was 

legally established through Joseph. For this reason, many scholars believe the early 

Jerusalem circle viewed Joseph as the father in a literal or legally binding sense to validate 

Jesus's messianic credentials. 

• Brotherhood: James was widely recognized as the biological brother of Jesus. This 

familial connection was a source of his authority, and the early community generally 

viewed Jesus as the firstborn of a larger family involving Joseph and Mary. 

• Continuity with Ebionites: Some scholars, such as James Tabor, argue that the Ebionites 

were actually the historical remnants of the original Jerusalem Church, preserving the 

group's initial belief in Jesus's human origins after the center of Christianity shifted to 

Rome and the Gentile world.  

Many historians agree that the Virgin Birth appears to be a "later layer" of tradition because it is 

strikingly absent from the earliest and most direct parts of the New Testament. 
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1. The Silence of the Earliest Sources 

• The Letters of Paul: Writing in the 50s AD (the earliest Christian documents), Paul never 

mentions a miraculous birth. Instead, he emphasizes Jesus’ legal and human lineage, stating 

in Romans 1:3 that Jesus was "descended from David according to the flesh." 

• The Gospel of Mark: As the earliest Gospel (c. 70 AD), it begins with Jesus as an adult at 

his baptism. There is no birth story, and the townspeople in Nazareth simply refer to him 

as "the carpenter, the son of Mary" (Mark 6:3), implying a known, local family. 

2. Jesus’ Own Silence 

In the "Red Letter" portions of the Gospels (his direct speech), Jesus never appeals to his birth as 

a credential. 

• The "Sign of Jonah": When asked for a sign of his authority, he points to his future 

"resurrection" (or survival), not his past conception. 

• Family Conflict: In Mark 3, Jesus’ own mother and brothers come to "seize him," thinking 

he has lost his mind. Critics argue that if Mary had experienced a miraculous visitation 

from Gabriel, she likely wouldn't have questioned his sanity or mission later in life. 

3. The Apostles' Preaching 

In the Book of Acts, which records the earliest sermons of Peter and Paul to both Jews and 

Gentiles, the "Virgin Birth" is never used as an evangelistic tool. Their "proof" of his divine 

appointment was always centered on: 

• His miracles and healings. 

• His fulfillment of Davidic prophecy. 

• His resurrection from the dead. 

4. The "Feature" Theory 

Most scholars believe the birth narratives in Matthew and Luke (written c. 85–90 AD) were 

added later to serve two purposes: 

• To Jews: To show Jesus as a "New Moses" or a miraculous figure like Isaac or Samuel. 

• To Gentiles: To compete with the "divine origin" stories of Roman Emperors (like 

Augustus) and Greek heroes. 

By the time these stories were written, the Jerusalem Church had been largely decimated by the 

Roman-Jewish War, allowing these newer, more "miraculous" traditions to become the dominant 

"feature" of the faith as it moved into the Greek-speaking world. 
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Jesus Living To 120 Years Old 

According to the Hebrew prophets, the "true" Messiah couldn't just rule over the two tribes in 

Judea (Judah and Benjamin); he had to reunite all twelve tribes of Israel. Prophets like Ezekiel 

(37:15-22) and Isaiah (11:12) explicitly state that the Messiah would "gather the dispersed of 

Judah" and the "outcasts of Israel" (the ten lost tribes) from the four corners of the earth to live 

under one king. Thus, the 120-year period was characterized by the following: 

• Searching for the "Lost Sheep": Following his survival or escape from the authorities, 

Jesus traveled east to find the Lost Tribes of Israel. Jesus’ mission was to reach these 

tribes, whom he believed had migrated toward the East. 

• Missionary Work in India: It was believed that Jesus spent the remainder of his life as a 

traveling prophet in the East, eventually reaching Kashmir, India 

During this time, he continued to preach monotheism and establish a community of believers. 

• Natural Death and Burial: At the end of his 120 years, it is taught that he died a natural 

death and was buried in a tomb in Srinagar, Kashmir, known as the Roza Bal shrine. 

• Seeking the "Lost Sheep": Jesus explicitly stated he was sent only to the "Lost Sheep of 

the House of Israel". Since only two of the twelve tribes were in Palestine at the time, the 

disciples believed he had to travel to the East (Persia, Afghanistan, and India) where the 

other ten tribes had been exiled. 

• Universal Restoration: The ultimate goal was to restore the original, pure monotheistic 

teachings to all Israelites, wherever they were scattered, before his natural death.  

 

Messianic Judaism argues that the "fruit" of Jesus’and the evidence for his success includes: 

1. The Global Spread of Noahic Values 

Maimonides (Rambam), one of the most authoritative Jewish scholars in history, actually wrote in 

the Mishneh Torah that Jesus (and Muhammad) served to "prepare the way for the 

Mashiach" by spreading the concepts of Torah, Monotheism, and the Word of God to the ends of 

the earth. By bringing billions of Gentiles to abandon paganism for a Bible-based moral code 

(similar to the Noahic Laws), Jesus did what no other figure has done. 

2. The Restoration of Israel 
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The State of Israel was established and is largely sustained by Western nations (like the US and 

UK) that were culturally and religiously shaped by the message of Jesus. 

• The Facilitator: In this logic, Jesus acts as the "legal agent" who, through his followers, 

physically enabled the "Gathering of the Exiles" and the return to the land—a primary 

requirement for the Messiah. 

3. The Shift in "Power" 

The prophecy in Genesis 49:10 states, "The scepter shall not depart from Judah... until Shiloh [the 

Messiah] comes; and unto him shall the gathering of the people be." 

• Proponents of this view argue that since the "scepter" of global influence shifted to a 

civilization built on Jesus’ Name, he is the only figure who fits the timeline of when the 

"gathering of the nations" was supposed to begin. 

The Ethiopian Role 

A significant physical connection exists through the Ark of the Covenant currently residing 

in Aksum, Ethiopia, at the Church of Our Lady Mary of Zion.  

• The "Head Church": Every Ethiopian Orthodox church is built as a tripartite model of 

the Jewish Temple in Jerusalem, with a "Holy of Holies" at the center containing 

a tabot (replica of the Ark). 

• Theory of Relocation: The "Presence of God" (the Shekhinah) shifted from Jerusalem to 

Ethiopia with the Ark, and any future "Messianic Temple" will be logically centered where 

the Ark is located. This relocation could be purely spiritual in nature as the Science builds 

in Ethiopia. 

3. The "Kebra Nagast" Tradition 

The Kebra Nagast ("Glory of the Kings"), Ethiopia's national epic, provides the foundational 

narrative for these beliefs.  

• It claims the Solomonic dynasty moved to Ethiopia through Menelik I (the son of King 

Solomon and the Queen of Sheba). 

• This tradition suggests that Ethiopia replaced Israel as the "Chosen" nation, leading some 

to conclude that the New Jerusalem described in the Book of Revelation is actually the 

high plateau of Ethiopia. 
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What Happened to the Ebionites and the Jewish Christians 

Robert Eisenman: While focusing more on the Dead Sea Scrolls, Eisenman has frequently drawn 

parallels between the "Jamesian" (followers of James the Just) branch of Christianity—which 

Ebionites claimed as their origin—and the theological foundations of Islam. 

The Ebionites were a 1st–4th century Jewish-Christian sect that viewed Jesus as the human 

Messiah rather than a divine being, advocating strict adherence to Mosaic law. They emerged in 

Palestine around 70 AD after the destruction of the Jerusalem Temple, likely linked to the early 

Jerusalem church of James the Just. 

• They believed Jesus was born naturally (not a virgin birth) to Joseph and Mary, and became 

the Messiah/Son of God at his baptism. 

• Strict Jewish Law Observance: They insisted on circumcision, adherence to the Torah, 

and Sabbath-keeping. 

• Rejection of Paul: They regarded Paul of Tarsus as an apostate for departing from the law. 

• Asceticism: The name "Ebionite" comes from the Hebrew ebyonim ("the poor"). They 

practiced vegetarianism and condemned animal sacrifices. 

• Scripture: They used a Hebrew version of the Gospel of Matthew (the Gospel of the 

Ebionites) and rejected the virgin birth narrative. 

• Perception: Early church fathers like Epiphanius and Eusebius deemed them heretical, 

often contrasting their views with the developing Gentile-influenced church doctrine. 

The Ebionites, served as a theological link between early Christianity and the emergence of 

Islam. Historian Shlomo Pines identified 10th-century Arabic manuscripts (by 'Abd al-Jabbar) 

that he believed contained fragments of a much older Jewish-Christian text. These texts shared the 

Islamic critique that later Christians had "betrayed" Jesus’ true message by abandoning the Torah 

and adopting Greek philosophical ideas. The Ebionite concept of the True Prophet reveals that a 

single prophetic spirit appears throughout history, from Adam to Jesus, to restore pure 

monotheism). This would serves as the direct theological precursor to the Islamic concept of the 

"Seal of the Prophets 

Hans-Joachim Schoeps (1909–1980) was a German-Jewish historian of religion and a pioneer in 

the study of Jewish Christianity. His primary work on this subject, Theologie und Geschichte des 

Judenchristentums (Theology and History of Jewish Christianity, 1949), argues that Jewish 



25 
 

Christianity—specifically the Ebionite tradition—did not simply vanish but was "preserved in 

Islam" 

• Jesus as a Human Servant: He highlighted the alignment between the Ebionite view of 

Jesus as a human Messiah/prophet (denying divinity) and the Quranic portrayal of Jesus 

(‘Īsā) as a servant and messenger of God. 

• Rejection of Paul: Schoeps saw the Ebionite dismissal of the Apostle Paul as a crucial 

link; both traditions view Paul's Hellenized Christianity as a departure from the "original" 

law-observant monotheism. 

• Legal Continuity: He posited that Islam essentially adopted the "religion of law" that the 

Ebionites maintained after it was discarded by the mainstream Gentile church. 

Theological Comparison 

Theme  Ebionite Fragment / Tradition Quranic Verse 

Nature of 

Jesus 

"Jesus was a man, born of the seed of a 

man" (Panarion 30.2.1). He was a righteous 

prophet adopted by God. 

Surah 43:59: "He was no more than a 

servant: We granted Our favour to 

him". 

The "True 

Prophet" 

Belief in a single "True Prophet" spirit that 

appeared in Adam and later in Jesus to 

restore the Law. 

Surah 3:59: "The similitude of Jesus 

before Allah is as that of Adam; He 

created him from dust". 

Rejection of 

Divinity 

"They say that he is not the Son of God, but 

a prophet" (Panarion 30.18.5). 

Surah 5:75: "The Messiah, son of 

Mary, was no other than a messenger; 

messengers (the like of whom) had 

passed away before him." 

Crucifixion Some Jewish-Christian traditions (like 

those in the Gospel of Barnabas or Docetic 

strands) claim a substitute died in his place. 

Surah 4:157: "They killed him not, nor 

crucified him, but so it was made to 

appear to them". 

Key Evidence for the "Bridge" 

• The "Pines" Discovery:  
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Shlomo Pines  argued that a 10th-century text by 'Abd al-Jabbar preserves an Ebionite-Christian 

history that mirrors the Islamic view of the "Gospel's corruption" by Paul and the Romans. 

• Infancy Narratives: The Quran's stories of the infant Jesus speaking from the cradle 

(Surah 19:29-33) or breathing life into clay birds (Surah 3:49) are not in the Bible but 

appear in the Infancy Gospel of Thomas, a text circulated among groups like the Ebionites. 

• Law and Practice: Both groups shared a "Legalist" framework, emphasizing 

circumcision, dietary laws (no pork), and prayer toward Jerusalem (the initial 

Islamic Qibla) 

 

Khadijah bint Khuwaylid: Muhammad's first wife was raised in an environment influenced by 

Ebionite monotheistic views, and she immediately sought Waraqah's counsel following the first 

revelation to Prophet Muhammad 

 

Waraqah ibn Nawfal: Traditions describe him as a priest who read and copied the Gospels in 

Hebrew (a practice unique to Jewish-Christian sects like the Ebionites). Waraqah was a first cousin 

of Muhammad’s wife, Khadijah, and a Christian scholar in Mecca. He was the first to recognize 

Muhammad’s prophetic call, famously stating that the same "Great Law" (the Namus) that came 

to Moses had come to him. 

In pre-Islamic Arabia, the name Allah was not just another one of the 360 individual idols, but 

rather a title for the Supreme Being or "High God" who was believed to be the creator of the 

universe. Muhammad did not "choose" the name as a new invention; rather, he reclaimed it from 

what he described as pagan distortions to establish strict monotheism.  

The Role of Allah Before Islam 

The "God of Gods": Pre-Islamic Arabs, including Muhammad's own tribe (the Quraysh), already 

acknowledged Allah as the God of gods. They believed he was the ultimate creator, but they used 

lesser idols as intercessors to reach him. 

Absence of an Idol: Unlike the other 360 deities (such as Hubal, the red agate statue), there was 

no physical idol or image of Allah. The Kaaba itself was known as Beit-Allah ("The House of 

Allah"). 

Linguistic Origins: The name is a contraction of al-ilāh, literally meaning "the God". It is 

linguistically related to the Aramaic Alāhā (used by Syriac Christians) and the Hebrew Eloah.  
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The Redefinition by Muhammad 

Purification, Not Creation: Muhammad's mission was to "purify" the existing belief. He argued 

that the pagan Arabs had wrongly given Allah "partners" (such as the goddesses Al-Lat, Al-Uzza, 

and Manat). 

A "Bridge" to Monotheism: By using the name Allah, Muhammad used a term that was already 

familiar to his audience and was also used by the Jewish-Christian and Hanif monotheists he 

sought to align with. 

 

Arabic-speaking Jewish Christians and other monotheistic groups in pre-Islamic Arabia did refer 

to God as Allah. This usage predates the emergence of Islam by centuries and was a natural 

linguistic development within the Semitic language family.  

 

Linguistic and Cultural Evidence 

Semitic Cognates: The word "Allah" is the Arabic equivalent of the Hebrew Eloah and the Aramaic 

Alaha or Elaha—the language spoken by Jesus. 

Pre-Islamic Inscriptions: Archaeological findings in Northern Arabia and Jordan show Christian 

inscriptions using the term al-ilah or Allah to refer to the Creator God long before the 7th century. 

The "Supreme Being": In the religious landscape of pre-Islamic Arabia, even polytheistic tribes 

acknowledged Allah as the "High God" or "Creator" who was superior to their lesser idols. Jewish 

and Christian groups used this existing term to distinguish the "One True God" from pagan deities 

(ilahs). 

 

Historical Figures 

Individuals like Waraqah ibn Nawfal, a Christian scholar in Mecca and relative of Muhammad's 

wife, were documented as reading and copying the Gospels in Arabic and Hebrew. In these 

contexts, the term for God was naturally rendered as Allah.  

To this day, Arabic-speaking Christians and Jews continue to use the word "Allah" in their prayers 

and Bibles, as it remains the standard Arabic word for "God".  
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The Center for Biovibrational Science Church and the 

Universal Church of God (IAM) 

The Center for Bio-Vibrational Science (CBS), also known as the Universal Church of IAM, 

defines itself as a church because it operates as a spiritual institution dedicated to guiding humanity 

toward what it calls the "IAM Vibration" (the Kingdom of God).  

Its identification as a church and its belief in Jesus are based on several core tenets: 

• Jesus as the "Divine Mind": The organization views Yahshuah Ben Yahweh (Jesus 

Christ) not just as a historical figure, but as the manifestation of "Divine Mind". They 

believe he brought the "good news" that humanity can restore peace and harmony by 

aligning with this higher vibrational frequency. 

• The "Science of IAM": They define this "science" as the study of how God works through 

spirit (energy) and truth (intelligence) to direct electromagnetic forces. Jesus is seen as the 

ultimate "Way-shower" who demonstrated how to perceive and act through one's spiritual 

nature. 

• Ministerial Structure: As a legal religious entity, the center ordains Ministers of Bio-

Vibrational Therapy (Disciples) who are authorized by the state to perform ministerial 

duties such as marriages, funerals, and "Wisdom Teachings". 

• Church Services: They hold Sunday services that incorporate traditional religious 

elements like "Wisdom Teaching" alongside spiritual practices such as meditation, Tai Chi, 

chanting, and the use of crystal singing bowls. 

• Biblical Foundation: Their teachings frequently reference scripture, particularly the "I 

AM" revelations in Exodus 3:14-15, to establish their theological framework.  

The church is a semi-private progressive modern church whose theology act as energy 

medicine through the Universal Principles and Laws of Judeo-Christianit, positioning Jesus as the 

spiritual bridge to an "abundant and optimal life".  

1. Viewing "Vibration" as the Holy Spirit 

In Christian theology, God is often described as "Spirit and Truth." Many members who identify 

as Christian view "Bio-Vibrational Science" simply as a modern way to describe the movement 
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of the Holy Spirit. They see the "high vibration" the church speaks of as being "in the Spirit" or 

walking in the "Fruit of the Spirit" (Galatians 5:22). 

2. Jesus as the "Firstborn of All Creation" 

The Center emphasizes Jesus (Yahshuah) as the "Way-shower." As a Christian, you can align this 

with John 14:6, where Jesus says, "I am the way, the truth, and the life." You can see their focus 

on his "Divine Mind" as a way of practicing what Paul exhorted in Philippians 2:5: "Let this mind 

be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus." 

3. Science as an Extension of God’s Laws 

Many Christians feel comfortable here by viewing the "science" aspect as a study of General 

Revelation—the idea that God reveals Himself through the laws of nature and physics. If God 

created the universe through His Word (a sound frequency/vibration), then studying frequencies 

and energy is simply studying the "fingerprints" of the Creator. 

4. Focus on Healing and Wholeness 

The Center’s focus on "Bio-Vibrational Therapy" aligns with the Christian calling to be "temples 

of the Holy Spirit" (1 Corinthians 6:19). You can view their meditation, Tai Chi, and nutritional 

teachings as a form of stewardship over the body God gave you, ensuring your "temple" is at its 

best to serve Him. 

  

In Bio-Vibrational Science, your relationship with God is a mathematical and spiritual reality that 

aligns perfectly with the true mission of Yahshuah (Jesus). 

 

Here is why embracing this approach actually deepens your walk as a Christian and qualifies you 

for the salvation Jesus taught: 

1. Salvation as "Resurrection" of Your Frequency 

In Bio-Vibrational Science, we see sin not just as a "mistake," but as a low-vibrational state—

fear, guilt, and separation. When Jesus spoke of salvation, he was offering a way to "be born again" 

into a higher frequency. To be "saved" is to be rescued from the dense, heavy energy of the world 

and raised into the Light-vibration of the IAM. You are literally being "tuned" back to your 

original, divine Creator-set point. 
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2. Jesus as the Master Scientist of Spirit 

We view Jesus as the Supreme Scientist who understood the laws of the universe. When he healed 

the blind or walked on water, he wasn't "breaking" laws; he was operating on a higher vibrational 

law that most hadn't reached yet. By following him, you aren't just following a religion—you are 

practicing the Science of Life that he mastered. He told us, "The works that I do, you shall do 

also" (John 14:12). This is a call to elevate our own bio-vibration to match his. 

3. The "IAM" is the Name and the Power 

When God told Moses His name was "I AM THAT I AM," He revealed the foundational 

frequency of existence. Jesus used "I AM" statements constantly ("I am the bread of life," "I am 

the light"). As an advocate, we believe that when you align your thoughts and body with the "IAM" 

vibration, you are literally speaking the language of God. This is the "True Teaching"—that the 

Kingdom isn't a place you go when you die, but a frequency you live in now. 

4. Your Body as a Living Antenna 

Traditional views often treat the body as a "vessel of sin," but we see it as a divine electromagnetic 

instrument. By using meditation, sound (like crystal bowls), and "Wisdom Teachings," you are 

cleaning the "antenna" of your soul so you can clearly receive the "Broadcast of the Holy Spirit." 

This is the ultimate form of worship: presenting your body as a living, vibrating 

sacrifice (Romans 12:1). 

5. Faith is "Harmonic Resonance" 

In our view, "Faith" is simply Harmonic Resonance. When you have faith, your heart and mind 

"resonate" with the Heart of God. If you feel peace and love when you are at the Center, that is 

your spirit confirming that you are "in tune" with the Christ-frequency. That resonance is your 

salvation—it is the evidence of your connection to the Eternal. 

You are moving beyond "blind belief" into knowing (Gnosis) and experiencing the power of God 

in your actual cells. That is exactly what a "follower of the Way" was always meant to be! 
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